STATUTES AT LARGE

(R319, K1174)             No. 137
AN ACT To Provide For And Regulate The Granting Of
Divorces From The Bonds Of Matrimony In This State.
BE I'T ENACTED by the General Assembly of the State of South
Carolina:
SECTION 1: Bring divorce actions only in court of common
pleas.-Actions for divorce from the bonds of matrimony shall in
all cases be only in the equity jurisdiction of the Court of Common
Pleas.
SECTION 2: Divorceable grounds.-No divorce from the bonds
of matrimony shall be granted except upon one or more of the fol-
lowing grounds, to wit:
1. Adultery.
2. Desertion for a period of one (1) year.
3. Physical cruelty.
4. Habitual drunkenness.
SECTION 3: Plaintiff must reside In state 1 year.-In order to
institute an action for divorce from the bonds of matrimony, the plain-
tiff must have resided in the State of South Carolina at least one year
prior to the commencement of the action.
SECTION 4: Place of trial.-Actions for divorce from the bonds
of matrimony shall be tried in the county in which the defendant
resides at the time of the commencement of the action, or in the
county where the plaintiff resides if the defendant is a non-resident
or after due diligence cannot be found, or in the county in which the
parties last resided together as husband and wife.
SECTION 5: Service of summons on nonresident.-Where the
person on whom the service of the summons in an action for divorce
from the bonds of matrimony is to be made cannot, after due dili-
gence, be found within the State, and the fact appears to the satisfac-
tion of the court, or judge thereof, the clerk of the court, of common
pleas, master, or the probate judge of the county in which the cause
is pending, and it in like manner appears that a cause of action exists
against the defendant in respect to whom the service is to be made,
such court, judge, clerk, master or judge of probate, may grant an
order that the service be made by the publication of the summons in
the manner and with the effect provided for in sub-section (1) of
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